
 

DECEMBER 2013 NEWSLETTER 
The first thing we would like to do, is to wish you 
all the very best for Christmas and the New Year 
and, however you celebrate it, we hope it is a 
joyful time for you. 
 

The second, not so jolly, is to remind you that 
your subscriptions are due on 1st January!  
Actually it can be a fairly painless process if you 
set up a standing order.  If you haven’t already 
done so, details of how to do so are at the end of 
the Newsletter.  If you would rather pay us 
directly you will be receiving a membership form 
either by email or letter in January. 
 

We are in the habit of now passing on topical 
information about local issues by email. This is 
often out of date by the time we come to write the 
next newsletter, so, if you use email but have not 
yet given us your email address, please do so as 
soon as you read this by sending a message to  
all-enquiries@moseley-society.org.uk 
 

METEOR FORD SITE 
Rumours still abound about the future of the site.  
In the meantime, the art work on the hoardings is 
still looking good in spite of being vandalised 
again recently.   

 
The planters have been replanted with different 
species of plants designed to last the winter.  
The coffers are now empty and money will have 
to be raised to keep them going next year. 
 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
Last year the centre of Moseley was a sorry sight 
over the festive period. Luckily a group of people 
and businesses decided that something had to 

be done. Spearheaded by Izzy Knowles of the 
Moseley Forum, money was raised and 
donations given to light up the tree and sparkle 
up lampposts.  Names of the donors are tied to 
the poles. 
 

For the switching on of the lights on 5 December, 
the organisers decided to make it a big 
community event.   Moseley born Ranking Roger 
of the ‘80s group The Beat was invited to do the 
honours.  The plan was to have stalls and music 
and entertainment throughout the later afternoon 
and evening.  As you may remember, it huffed 
and it puffed and nearly blew the whole event 
away!  It wasn’t possible to set up the stalls and 
the Choir with No Name sang their carols in the 
pub.  Apart from that, the bells of St. Mary’s rang 
out; the choir from the church braved the wind, 
and two reindeer munched away happily.  

 
Ranking Roger had a good crowd to help him 
with the count down and the lights lit up on cue to 
loud cheers.  Hopefully, the organisers weren’t 
too disheartened and someone will pick up the 
reins next year. 
 

MOSELEY SOCIETY  
 

FUTURE EVENTS at the Moseley Exchange  
Friday 17th January 7.30.  Quiz Night - Those 
who have entered in the past know that it is an 
evening to get the grey cells going with 
challenging questions from the quiz masters.  
Teams of up to 6 can enter.  Forms are available 
from the website or the Moseley Exchange and 
Domestica in the village.    
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Thursday 13th February. Working in Ghana – 
Dr Graham Lipkin, Consultant Nephrologist.   
The kidney unit at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
in Birmingham has been helping to develop vital 
links with a hospital in Ghana during which a life-
saving dialysis programme has been started for 
children and pregnant women. 

 
Dr Lipkin (2nd from left) and his team in Korle Bu 
Hospital in Accra. (photo from The Voice 
08/04/12) 
 

PAST MEETINGS 
At our first meeting of the season, it was good to 
welcome back Francesca Jarvis Rouse to talk 
about what’s been happening in Moseley Bog 
since she last visited us. You may have heard 
her recently on Radio 4’s Open Country which 
was all about Sarehole Mill, the Bog and Joy’s 
Wood. 
 

In October, we heard about the history and 
development of a nailer’s cottage, which is now 
being displayed at the Avoncroft museum. 
  
In November we had a dynamic talk by Marylane 
Barfield, a past President of the Royal 
Birmingham Society of Arts.  She told us that it is 
the oldest cultural institution in Birmingham, but 
which receives no financial help from the City.  
The gallery, which is in Brook Street just off St. 
Paul’s Square, has an amazing range of things 
on offer. There’s the permanent collection as well 
as exhibitions, events and workshops throughout 
the year.  We are hoping to arrange a visit for 
members some time in 2014.  In the meantime, 
you can find out more from the website 
www.rbsa.org.uk or by ringing 0121 235 4353. 
  
THE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
Perhaps older members of the RBSA might be 
able to help the group with their new project - 
'Moseley Now and Then'.  Do you have any 
memories and/or photos of the artists’ material 
and picture framers Matthias Watts in St. Mary’s 
Row? They would love to hear about 

Shufflebotham’s (a grocery shop on the corner of 
Woodbridge Road and Alcester Road), early 

Moseley Festivals, unearthing the Ice House in 
Moseley Park, the Park itself or when Tesco first 
came to Moseley.  In fact any other Moseley 
shops, places, services, events or people.  If you 
do have any reminiscences do get in touch with 
Janet Berry on 0121 449 0727 or email the group 
at moseleyhistory@moseleyexchange.com, or 
call in at the Exchange on Mondays between 10 
and 1 pm. Work will be going on in the Green 
Room on the 2nd floor. 
 

If your interest in history stretches beyond the 
boundaries of Birmingham don’t forget HISTORY 
WEST MIDLANDS a quarterly publication (2 
paper and 2 online) which covers Herefordshire, 
Gloucestershire, Shropshire, Worcestershire, 
Warwickshire and Derbyshire. More information 
from: www.historywm.com 
 

PLANNING ISSUES 
Woodbridge News continues to cause concern 
on the licensing as well as planning front. 
Reportedly, the ‘newsagents’ is not open in the 
morning and sells little but alcohol. The police 
are thought to be taking an interest in what is 
going on.  The planners are certainly taking a 
keen interest in some unauthorised alterations 
with the addition of an extra floor and an 
extension at the back.   

 
 

We often get calls from members about some of 
the properties in St. Mary’s Row.  No. 46a did put 
in for planning permission for conversion to an 
Indian restaurant. Under the new planning rules, 
they could do that without permission, but there 
are some planning constraints over the alteration 
of the building itself.  Concerns have been 
expressed by local residents and the Moseley 
Society about a planning application for a large 
extraction duct to the side roof. 
 

MOSELEY IN BLOOM 
The Committee have not yet decided whether to 
run the Open Gardens weekend in 2014.  They 
still need more help if they are to go ahead.  
Many people in Moseley and beyond look 
forward to the event, so if you would like to 
volunteer do contact Carol Miller on 449 4550.  

http://www.rbsa.org.uk/
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Over the years, MiB has been influential in 
raising the standard of the appearance of shop 
fronts, businesses and organisations in Moseley 
and in its turn gives prizes to those who have 
made Moseley cleaner and greener.  Lewis’s 
was the winner of the ‘Star Shop’ category, the 
‘Most Blooming Boozer’ was the Fighting Cocks 
and the ‘Most Inspired Institution’ was Moseley 
Police Station. 

 
The runner-up in this category was Moseley 
Exchange which was highly commended ‘for its 
inventive planting of a stark space’. 
 

We were delighted that the Dovecote was highly 
commended for ‘excellent progress in a tranquil 
haven despite being on a main road’.  
 

MOSELEY VILLAGE 
Since September’s newsletter, several of the 
pubs/bars in the village have been transformed.  
Work on the old Jug of Ale has been going on for 
a while until, a few months ago, it opened its 
doors as the Tipu Sultan, a dazzling curry house 
and wedding venue.  Unlike most of Moseley’s 
eateries, no alcohol is allowed.  We have heard 
from some of our members that when it gets very 
busy, the parking is inadequate and the overflow 
clogs up Park Road and Park Hill. 
 

At the other end The Village has gone up-market 
and turned itself into a gastro-pub.  Although the 
interior has a similar layout, there is a real feeling 
of space, elegance and comfort.  There are some 
concerns from our members about the external 
seating areas and retrospective planning 
permission may be needed.  
 

In between the two, on the corner of the Alcester 
Road and St. Mary’s Row, the Junction has 
metamorphosed into the Bohemian offering 
cocktails and food. 
 

CAR PARK Although the Car Park still gets a 
monthly tidy-up by our members and is much 
improved by the flower bed planted and 
maintained by Moseley in Bloom, the problem of 
overflowing bins and dumping of rubbish 
persists.  This is largely due to the shops and 

restaurants along St. Mary’s Row backing onto 
the car park that have incorporated their back 
yards into the business and have nowhere 
except the car park to store their infrequently 
emptied trade waste bins.   
 

A SURPLUS OF POLES – not the ones from 
Poland, but the metal ones that have been 
sprouting in the village.  These are getting in the 
way of the stalls at the Farmers’ Market which 
prompted David Isgrove to ask for a site meeting. 
A positive meeting with Martin Clift of Amey will 
result in the removal of several redundant poles.  
Some of the signs can easily be accommodated 
on lampposts.  They are trying to get rid of 
redundant signs like, which 
used to accompany 
double yellow lines.  
Should you spot one of these please let us know, 
using the contact details at the top of this letter. 
 

ICEHOUSE  
We have already had one group of musicians 
who have released a recording made in the 
icehouse and in September Alessi, who had 
sung at the Folk Festival, used the venue to 
record three songs.  The resulting EP (extended 
play) can be obtained from 
http://www.thearkshoppe.bigcartel.com/product/ic
e-house-e-p. 
The Icehouse won’t be officially opened until the 
spring, but if you are not a key holder, you can 
now get access to Moseley Park by leaving a 
deposit and getting a key for a day from Moseley 
Travel.   
 

OTHER ISSUES 
From January 2014 the FARMERS’ MARKET 
will be on the last Saturday of the month, rather 
than 4th.  Sometimes, they are one and the same 
thing, but when they are different, it will affect the 
Arts Market, which will continue on the 4th 
Saturday.  Also, the published dates for the 
opening of the Dovecote and Icehouse in the 
spring coincide with the 4th Saturday and we 
propose to continue with that arrangement until 
the new programme is published.  We may well 
have additional openings, but more of that nearer 
the time. 
 

If you are proposing to use the City Council’s 
GREEN RECYCLING COLLECTION, hopefully 
you will have signed up for the early bird 
application for a wheelie bin and saved £5!  For 
details of the new collection and charges go to 
www.birmingham.gov.uk/greenrecycling  or ring 

0121 303 1112. You will eventually get a voice 
after being referred to the website at every turn! 

http://www.thearkshoppe.bigcartel.com/product/ice-house-e-p
http://www.thearkshoppe.bigcartel.com/product/ice-house-e-p
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/greenrecycling
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In the meantime, regiments of green waste 
bags are lining the streets of Moseley waiting for 
their marching orders. In fact, they won’t be 
going anywhere as there are no more free 
collections this year.  When the collections re-
start in February 2014, there will be a charge and 
the waste will be collected from the new wheelie 
bins.  In the meantime green waste should be 
taken to Lifford Lane or Tyseley Depots or even 
composted in the back garden.  Did you know 
that recycled garden waste can be bought from 
Gravelly Hill Garden Centre in Erdington and 
Martineau Gardens in Edgbaston. 
 

Unless you are already in wheelie bin territory, 
other recycling will continue as normal.  But the 
council is now accepting margarine tubs, yogurt 
pots, fruit punnets and meat trays in with the 
‘green box’ bottle and tin collection, but not black 
plastic trays, plastic film or plastic bags.  
 

As you may be aware, there has been a 
campaign for better traffic management on the 
Alcester Road in Kings Heath.  Recently the 
Council has been asking for people’s views on 
having a 20 MPH SPEED LIMIT on all the city’s 
roads.  The consultation period has finished but 
you can find more information on the website: 
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/20mph 
 
BUSES 
A rare consultation has been taking place on bus 
routes, which included buses no 2 and 3. They 
normally go down the Stratford Road, through 
Sparkhill and along the Yardley Wood Road.  
There was a suggestion that these should be 
rerouted through Moseley Village via the Wake 
Green Road, but we have now heard that this will 
not happen.   
 

We did learn that National Express run 90% of 
the bus services in Birmingham on a commercial 
basis, which we presume is why the No 1 bus no 
longer goes to the Town Hall, but turns round 
mid-way down Broad Street at Sheepcote Street, 
which means a bit of a trek if you’re heading to 

the new Library or ICC, but ok if your destination 
is the Brasshouse Centre!  
 

One of the routes which Centro subsidises is 650 
which is an hourly off-peak service between the 
Bullring Market and Kings Heath. Currently run 
by Diamond buses, it wiggles its way behind the 
Stratford Road and comes up Church Road, and 
down Oxford Road, up Billesley Lane and into 
Kings Heath.  There are no official stops, you just 
flag it down.  It leaves the Markets at about 20 
past the hour.  

 

The full timetable can be found via the Network 
West Midlands website – let us know if you have 
difficulty finding it. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Claire Spencer who 
has been selected as the Labour candidate for 
the Kings Heath and Moseley Ward for the May 
2014 elections.  As a result she has resigned 
from the Moseley Society Committee.   
  
NEW MEMBERS – We welcome Mr & Mrs 
Adelson, Layla Hashim and Shakil Ahmed. 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 
It would be a great help if members could set up 
a standing order for the annual subscription of 
£10, together with a donation if you wish to add 
one. The Moseley Society banks with Lloyds 
Bank. Sort code: 30-94-74 Account number 
01127987. 1st January is the date when 
subscriptions are due.  
 

SOME DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

December 2013 
21  Moseley Arts and Farmers’ Market 
 

January 2014 
17  Quiz Night – Moseley Exchange 7.30 
 

25  Moseley Farmers’ Market 
 

February 2014 
13  Working in Ghana, Dr. Graham Lipkin – 
Moseley Exchange Talk 7.30 
 

22  Moseley Farmers’ Market 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/20mph

